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The Photography 
Cheat Sheets

• Specific settings to plug and 
play 

• Simple directions 
• Link to instructional video 
• 31 cards on all variety of topics  
• The best tool to use in 

conjunction with classes and 
instruction



This lecture is available as a PDF
www.TheFStopsHere.org

http://www.TheFStopsHere.org
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* Lenses 
* Exposure 
* Time of day 

concerns 
* White balance 
* Action 
* Editing
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lenses
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We do not usually need 
a bright aperture when 

shooting on a snowy 
day, but we do need to 

consider the focal length 
as it pertains to our 

activity.
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Sony A7Riii 
Sony 24-70 f/4 

49mm 
ISO 100 

1/800 
f/4.5

One of the benefits to 
snowy imagery is the 
ability to really isolate 

your subject, so chose a 
focal range that works 

with your distance to the 
action.
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Sony A7Riv 
Sony 24-70 f/4 

70mm 
ISO 100 

1/400 
f/7.1

And don’t be afraid to 
crop an image to add 

clarity.
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exposure
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Sony A7Riv 
Sony 16-35 f/2.8 

16mm 
ISO 100 
1/4000 

f/5.6

The camera will not be 
able to exposure 

properly in the snow. It 
will see the white snow 

and think that the 
exposure is too bright, 

as a result it will darken 
the image.
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The camera will not be 

able to exposure 
properly in the snow. It 
will see the white snow 

and think that the 
exposure is too bright, 

as a result it will darken 
the image.

Sony A7Riv 
Sony 16-35 f/2.8 

16mm 
ISO 100 
1/2000 

f/5.6
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The camera will not be 

able to exposure 
properly in the snow. It 
will see the white snow 

and think that the 
exposure is too bright, 

as a result it will darken 
the image.

Sony A7Riv 
Sony 16-35 f/2.8 

16mm 
ISO 100 
1/1000 

f/5.6
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You will need to brighten 
the image with exposure 

compensation or 
through manual settings. 
Base the exposure off of 
human skin tone not the 
overall dynamic range of 

the image.

Sony A7Riv 
Sony 24-70 f/4 

32mm 
ISO 100 

1/400 
f/9



15
Examine the histogram 
and darken the image 

until the snow is well 
exposed. You will likely 

need to brighten the 
midtowns after the fact. 

But once you have 
clipped highlights there 
is very little you can do 

to bring them back. 
Though RAW imagery 

helps. 

LIVE EXAMPLE

Sony A7Riv 
Sony 24-70 f/4 

65mm 
ISO 100 

1/500 
f/6.3
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time of day concerns
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Snow happens at a time 
of the year when we get 

sunlight low in the sky 
and thus very angular 

light.

Sony A7Riv 
Sony 24-70 f/4 

49mm 
ISO 100 

1/800 
f/4.5
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This means that when 

shooting from one side 
of the subject you will 
meter a very different 
amount of light than 
from the other side.

Sony A7Riv 
Sony 24-70 f/4 

43mm 
ISO 100 

1/800 
f/5.6
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As you move or as your 

subject moves past you, 
you will need to adjust 
exposure accordingly.

Sony A7Riv 
Sony 24-70 f/4 

27mm 
ISO 100 

1/800 
f/4.5
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white balance
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You will still want to base 

white balance off of the 
actually light source 

lighting your subject, this 
will be daylight or shade.

Sony A7Riv 
Tamron 28-75 f/2.8 

51mm 
ISO 160 

1/640 
f/4
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Many snowy days have 

overcast or shady  color 
temperature, this is easy 

to adjust in post 
processing. There is one 

special cause variation 
and that is when 

shooting during sunset. 

LIVE DEMONSTRATION

Sony A7Riv 
Tamron 28-75 f/2.8 

46mm 
ISO 200 

1/400 
f/4
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action
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We begin with shutter 

speed. Not only are we 
shooting images of kids 

but there will likely be 
flying snow. You will 
want a fast shuttler 

speed to accommodate.

Sony A7Riv 
Tamron 28-75 f/2.8 

46mm 
ISO 100 

1/640 
f/4
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As always, you want to 

fill the frame with the 
action, but in my 

experience you will also 
be part of the action. So 
a good mid-range works 

well.  Use a UV filter for 
some protection.

Sony A7Riv 
Tamron 28-75 f/2.8 

49mm 
ISO 160 

1/640 
f/4
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Turn on AF-C and 

tracking to follow the 
movement of your 

subject.  You will be able 
to predict the direction 

of action and will want to 
get out ahead of it. 

Watch your own 
footprints as you do so.

Sony A7Riv 
Sony 24-70 f/4 

50mm 
ISO 100 

1/400 
f/9



27
The best action is 

moving towards the 
camera, so I have found 

engaging with the 
subject and moving out 

ahead of the direction of 
motion provides me with 

the best images. 

Sony A7Riv 
Sony 24-70 f/4 

48mm 
ISO 100 

1/500 
f/6.3
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editing 
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Editing snowy images is 

all about controlling 
highlights, editing for 
contrast, and double 

checking white balance. 

LIVE DEMONSTRATION

Sony A7Riv 
Tamron 28-75 f/2.8 

46mm 
ISO 100 

1/600 
f/5.6



Thank you
Now, Q&A


